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October 2015 
To Marine Protected Area Partners and Community,   
 
We are pleased to announce a newly established public/private partnership between NOAA’s 
Marine Protected Area Center and the Anthropocene Institute (AI). Our partnership is designed 
to advance awareness of marine protected areas (MPAs), improve visualization of and access 
to MPA boundary and regulation information and keep these databases up-to-date. 
 
The MPA Center and AI are leveraging resources to enhance the existing state of MPA 
knowledge (the MPA Inventory) and make information on US MPAs more accessible and useful 
to a global audience.   
 
To achieve this, we are working on an update to the existing MPA Inventory, reviewing and 
updating information for all existing MPA sites, as well as collecting information on potential new 
sites, with a specific focus on site regulations and classification.  
 
In coming months, staff from AI or the MPA Center will be reaching out to you and all MPA 
programs nationwide with more details and to ask for assistance in this important effort. Our 
goal is to minimize the level of effort on your part and hope that you or one of your staff will be 
available to assist in reviewing or providing new information in response to our requests.    
 
This collective effort will help create a more comprehensive, accessible and current source of 
information on US MPAs, their boundaries and regulations as well as the agencies responsible 
for MPA management.  
 
We welcome your questions at any time and look forward to working with you on this important 
effort.  Would you please advise if there are others we should be contacting on behalf of MPAs 
managed by your agency or within your state or region? 
 
Thank you for your dedicated work on protecting our natural resources and national treasures, 
our MPAs.   
 
Best Regards,  
 

 
Lauren Wenzel 
Director, NOAA’s Marine Protected Areas Center 
Lauren.Wenzel@noaa.gov 
 
 

 

Barbara Page 
Anthropocene Institute 
Barbara@anthinst.org 
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